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unmitigated replica of a Western one with the additional
religious instruction of Islam, and the principal and many
members of the staff were to be Englishmen. It was, in
other words, distinguishable from a Christian missionary
college only by the substitution of Islam for Christianity as
the religious extra; Sir Sayyid knew the Muslims' objection
to the Christian schools, and was determined 'that they
should get a Western education none the less. As the
prospectus itself puts it, the object was " to establish a
College in which Musalmans may acquire an English educa-
tion without prejudice to their religion " u. 'Sir Sayyid pre-
viously, when his ardour for Western learning had a
primarily political basis, had thought in terms of using the
language of India to impart it; but by now this preference
was changed, and he admitted his past 'mistake'. He saw
salvation for his community in the complete espousal of
Western learning and science. '

With this cultural allegiance to the West went a politi-
cal loyalty that was equally explicit. One of the objects of
the College was " to make the Mussulmans of India worthy
and useful subjects of the British Crown1112; and its
founders pompously proclaimed that " the British rule in
India is the most wonderful phenomenon the world has ever

seenV3.

Ideologically, Sir Sayyid's task was to distinguish from
the essence of Islam all those parts of the religion which
were relevant to or compatible with only the pre-bourgeois
society in which it had been. His Essays on the Life of
Mohammed contained many quotations of approval of the
Prophet from Western writers, and long answers to Western
criticism, and it was published first in English in England-
It was written to prove that IslSm is a respectable religion,
judged by modern-Western standards. Similarly his Tafslr
al Qur'an (never completed). He had, himself, absorbed
the spirit of that Western culture, and especially its ration-
alism ; and was consequently equipped to perform the task
well. His mind -was not enslaved to the authority of badith
and fiqh, nor was he, as might be seen from the account of